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Philosophy is the rational, 
abstract, and methodical 
consideration of reality 

and the essence of Father Vineeth 
was seen more profoundly as he 
took us through the contours of 
existentialism, a modern branch 
of philosophy. There is no other 
area of philosophy that deals 
with raw reality more intensely 
than existentialism. It is in these 

lectures of Father Vineeth on existentialist philosophers 
that I met him for the first time. 

Recovering from a chastising and shattering 
experience that I had because I asked for a clarification 
during the lectures in Logic (offered by another 
professor), I used to get lost in the lectures that Father 
Vineeth gave us on existentialism. Although the 
classes did not go as per the schedule and he had to 
cut the hours short as he was indisposed, the small 
number of pithy lectures that he gave us are still fresh 
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in memory. In the lectures, he would travel through 
the history of civilization, from ancient Greece to the 
modern day, and would dreamily narrate the centuries 
that have passed, referring to the notable philosophers 
both young and old who made a contribution to this 
fairly modern branch of philosophy. 

When Father Vineeth was in his elements, he could 
produce original thoughts and make contributions on 
a par with some of those most influential philosophers 
whose philosophy he was lecturing on. He insisted 
that the more a person knows as a ‘situated being’, the 
greater his or her ability to reason and is able to make 
choices that will bring true happiness.

It maybe because I belong to a different ecclesiastical 
discipline from his, that to this day, I have not been 
able to place his school of thought. However, what I 
learnt from his forward-thinking approach is that he 
was totally his own man as a philosopher who believed 
that philosophy, no matter what branch of it you are 
dealing with, should achieve practical results for the 
greater wellbeing of society. 
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Father Vineeth was one of the foremost thinkers 
of the CMI Community and a recognized and 
acknowledged one at that. He always remained a 
progressive thinker regarding issues both civil and 
religious, and advocated for the importance of freedom 
of thought and style with which he answered many of 

the deepest questions of life. As his lectures resonated 
with the deepest part of everyday-life with warmth, 
what flowed from him was philosophy in poetry, 
interspersed with the characteristic mild grunts that 
made Father Vineeth unique.

ÌÙáÎÞÈæMG ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÕßÆcÞV 

jßÏÞÏß µïÞØßÜßøáKí ÉÀßAÞÈá¢, 

¥ºîX ¦ºÞøcÈÞÏßøáK ÕßÆcÞÕÈJß 

W §øáKí ÇcÞÈ¢ µâ¿ÞÈá¢, ÉÀßAáK 

µÞÜJí ¥ºîæa µàÝßW ÄàØßØí 

(ËßçÜÞØËßÏßW) ®ÝáÄÞÈá¢ ØÞÇß 

ºîßGáU ²øá ®{ßÏ Öß×cÈÞÃí ®K 

Äí ²øá ÕÜßÏ ¥Èád·ÙÎÞÏßøáKá. 

µÞøÃ¢ ¥ºîX ®çMÞÝá¢ _ dÉçºÞÆßMß 

AáK ©KÄÈá¢ ÉmßÄÈá¢ ¦Ï _ ²øá 

·áøáÕÞÏßGÞÃí ®æa ÎÈTßW ÈßÜ 

æµÞUáKÄí. 

çµÞÕßÁáµÞÜJáU ¥ºîæa ÈßøcÞÃÕá¢ ¥ºîçÈÞ¿í 

µ¿æMGßøßAáKÕVAí ¨ ØÎÏJí ¥ÈáÍÕßçAIß ÕøáK 

µÀßÈÎÞÏ ÉøßÎßÄßµ{á¢ ÈæN ÕàIá¢ fÃßºîáæµÞIá 

çÉÞµáKÄí ¥ºîX µïÞTáµ{ßW ÕÜßÏ ªKW æµÞ¿áJá 

æµÞIí ÉùÏÞùáU ‘çÕZÁí ̈ Øí ®åÕIV’ ®K ÄÄbÖµÜ 
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B{ßçÜAÞÃí. ÄÄbB{á¢ ºßLµ{á¢ ÕV×Bç{Þ{¢ ÉÀßºîí ¼àÕß 

ÄJßW µâGáÉß¿ßAÞX ÉxßÏ ºßLµç{Þ §ÜïÞæÄ ÕøáK ÉáJX 

ÄÜÎáùæÏ µÞÃáçOÞZ ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ çÉÞÜáU §XØíÉÏùßBí 

·áøáAZ øâÉæM¿áJßÏ, ÎÈTá¢ ÎÈá×cøá¢ ²{ßÎBÞJ ÆàÉBZ 

¦Ïß §Ká¢ Õß{BáKÄí µÞÃáçOÞZ ÈÞ¢ ÕàIá¢ ÉÀßAáKá, 

¦ ·áøáÕßæa ÕºÈ¢ ‘ÎÞX ¨Øí ® ÎßØíxùß’. 
©ÉÈß×JßW ÈßKí ®¿áJ ÉFçµÞÖ ØßiÞLBZ 

ÉùÏáçOÞZ ¥Äí ²çø ØÎÏ¢ ÄÄbÖÞdØñ (ÄÞÄbßµÎÞÏ) Øßiß 

µ{ßçÜAá¢, ¥çÄØÎÏ¢ ¦vàÏÄÏáæ¿ ¥LøÞ{B{ß çÜAá¢ 

²øÞæ{ ÈÏßAÞX ØÞÇßAáK ÕßÇJßW ¦ÏßøáKá. ²øá ÈÜï 

·áøá, ¦ºÞøcX, µÕß, ÎßØíxßµí Äá¿Bß ÉÞmßÄcJßæa 

Ïá¢ ¦icÞvßµÄÏáæ¿Ïá¢ ©KÄ Öã¢·BZ µÏùßÏ ÕßÈàÄ 

ºîX ®ÜïÞÕVAá¢ ²øá ÎÞÄãµÏÞÃí. ¥ºîX ÉùÏÞùáU ‘ÎÞX ³Ëí 

ÎßØíxùß’ ¥Èc¢ ÈßKáçÉÞµáK ¨ µÞÜ¸GJßW ÌÙáÎÞÈ 

æMG ÕßÈàÄí ¥ºîæa ØíÎøÃçÉÞÜá¢ ÈNßW ÉáÃc¢ ¼ÈßMß 

AáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîX ®K ÎÙÞ ÉáÃcJßÈí ÎáKßW ÖßøTí 

ÈÎßAáKá!

dÉçºÞÆßMßAáK ·áøá
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